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ing to individual effort, sets a certain pattern that influences misconduct
as well as behavior which we call "normal" In our society individual
sense of security is obtained in this highly competitive struggle, while
affection, mutual aid, and calmness of behavior and outlook are in a
sense taboo.
As we noted at the outset of this chapter, behavior termed delinquent
is only a form of divergence from the expected norms of conduct. But
it is interesting to observe how the fundamental patterns of success (as
judged by themselves) are the same among those who are delinquents
and criminals as among those who are not. It is not that companionship
and a sort of co-operation are not* found among our people. We have
seen that this group aspect is important, but the particular meanings
and values we give life are largely individual. The businessman or in-
dustrialist may.be a member of a corporation, or he may be a great
"joiner" of clubs, but his basic satisfactions arise from his sense of self-
esteem and pride at his individual accomplishments. So it is with the
delinquents, even though they commit crimes in company with their
fellows.
It might well be that, were we to develop a very strong idealistic program
and practice, taking such forms at the outset as a revolutionary move-
ment which would interest our adolescents, we might find that the
incidence of delinquency would be reduced enormously. (See F. E. Wil-
liams, 1934.) In such movements the spontaneity and restlessness and emo-
tional conflicts of youth might find socially- approved outlets, whereas now
they tend to flow into behavior which is labeled delinquent or neurotic.